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VA Priorities 
Going Into 2024



$155.6 million in additional spending

● $58 million to create crisis receiving centers

● $34 million for permanent supportive housing

● $11.7 million for school and community-based services for children

● $10 million for additional mobile crisis teams

● $8.4 million for increased funding for STEP-VA and the Virginia 

Mental Health Access Program

● $18 million for a targeted pay increase averaging 5% for all CSB 

staff

Mental Health Services in FY 24



Compensation Increases FY24



Grants to Localities in the Amended Budget 

Localities play a major role is distributing the funds needed to 

secure ample social services in their area

● In the coming year localities can expect millions to support CSBs, 

permanent supportive housing, and various behavioral health services



Medicaid Increases



Substance Use Disorder



Out in SWVA we are working to create a state-of-the-art facility at 

Catawba Hospital to combat the ever-prominent opioid crisis.

HB 2192 - Catawba Hospital - Study 



Substance Use Disorder Ecosystem 



Southwest Virginia has a need for increased services to treat 
mental health and substance use disorders across the region. 

✓ Substance Use Disorder Treatment (PPP)
✓ Behavioral Health Workforce Development
✓ SUD Research & Development (Fralin Bio, Universities)

This would be the first program of its kind in the nation.

The Catawba Region



Prescription Drug Costs  



Integration of CSBs in Public Education



Where CSBs Stand in VA

CSBs have become more and more critical to VA over the years, 
especially with mental health has being brought to the closer to the 
forefront of VA policy.

CSBs are providing services that are essential to many across the 
Commonwealth and support for their work is a bi-partisan effort.

DBHDS Strategic Plan is a good resource for following the priorities 
and goals of DBHDS.



Lobbying



1. Don’t be intimated - legislators are just as intimidated by you, so be confident

2. Come in prepared - your meeting time will be limited, less than 15 minutes

3. Bring a simple one pager - bold print the top 3 facts on the sheet

Lobbying Tips (Educational Tips)



4. Focus on subcommittee/committee personnel - research and focus efforts

5. Make it personal - real world examples achieve results and are most effective

6. Close strong - know what your ask is and go for it!

Lobbying Tips



If you’d like to contact me:

DelSRasoul@house.virginia.gov 
540.904.6905 
Sam4va.com

Twitter @Sam_Rasoul

Questions?
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